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Rector's Letter
Dear Friends, 

As I write this letter the snowdrops are flooding the graveyard at St

Patrick's with a beauty that beckons the arrival of spring. Jesus said we

should see how the flowers of the field grow. The word he used for

"see" indicates a long look to consider something. A few days ago there

was no sign of a snowdrop and, because this is my first winter and

spring here in the parish, I didn't know that beneath the surface of the

ground there lurked hundreds of bulbs just waiting to spring into life.

 

 

Just as we cannot but celebrate the arrival of spring we cannot but celebrate the season of
Easter as we remember that out of a tomb in a graveyard there sprung into life the Risen
Christ with all that it means to us. The Resurrection of Jesus promises life and hope to all.
Before we celebrate this truth, however, we benefit from walking through the Gospel with
Jesus to the Cross to try to understand more fully the depth of God's love for us and to
that end I commend the Deanery Lent services and our Holy Week Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday services. Please make every effort to come to these and you will be blessed
with a deeper revelation of and love for our Lord.
Jesus challenges us to seek first the kingdom of God rather than focus our time and
money on material things. This is a challenge to all of us and as you will see from our
Treasurer's report we need to increase our giving in order to keep the parish going and the
kingdom of God advancing. A Biblical guideline is to give away a Tithe (a tenth) of your
income to charity. If you can do this and include and increase your giving to the parish we
will be better able to do the Lord's work in this place . 
 
Wishing you every blessing,

JEREMY
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PARISH
NEWS

1st Templepatrick Scout Group
celebrates their 50th Anniversary

Catherine Michael

1st Templepatrick Scouts Christmas
party celebrations at 

Need for Speed Go Kart racing in
Doagh

50th Anniversary

Service  St Patrick's

11.30am 
5th April
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Anne Cooke

Clare and Sophie
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Mandy Brobyn

Donegore Christmas Music 
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The Community Lunches continue to flourish! 
 
At the beginning of December we had our Christmas Special when
we had the privilege of serving over one hundred and twenty
people, all ages creeds and colours! 
 
Many thanks to the Antrim and Newtownabbey Council who once
again sponsored this event. The Lunches continue on the first and
third Wednesday of each month with an average attendance of
around eighty.
 
This has become a very popular event in the village each month
with new people joining us each time both as guests and as
volunteers. If you have not already been you don’t know what you
are missing! 
 
Many thanks once again to the excellent 
group of volunteers who give so selflessly 
of their time and energy.
 
We could not do without you! Thank you! 
 
Anne Cinnamon 

Community

Lunch
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Friday evening from 7.30pm
to 10.30pm and Monday evening from 8.00pm to 9.30pm

Marie Curie
Baker

Stadium in February, 2020
Easter egg competition Friday 3rd April, 2020

AGM on Friday 1st May, 2020, in the Minor hall at
7.30pm
New members would be made most welcome.
Isobel McCollam  

Parish
Groups

Indoor
Bowling

Club
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Helen Sheldon
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

Carole Williamson

A new group meeting 2nd & 3rd Sunday nights
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CRISPS!
SAUSAGES!

MOCKTAILS!

Fellowship 
food 

f inding out
more about

God

Youth fellowship, missing Stephanie and Nik
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Youth Fellowship 
Calendar 
for your 

Diary

MARC H A P R I L

MAY J U N E

Sunday 8th 
How can I be filled with the
Spirit?
Sunday 15th
How can I resist evil?
Sunday 29th 
Why and how should I tell
others?

No Youth Fellowship
Sunday 12th
Sunday 19th
 

Sunday 10th
Does God heal today?
Sunday 17th
What about the Church?
 
 

Sunday 14th
How can I make the most
of the rest of my life?
Saturday 20th 
HOG ROAST
Saturday 27th Day Trip
to Summer Madness in
Glenarm

UNITE
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Every Lent our rural Deanery
holds joint evening services
in each church. The service
lasts about 45 minutes and it
would be wonderful if those who
are free can give up the time and
make the effort to come to as
many as possible as part of the
discipline of Lent. Please come
to the one we are hosting on Ash
Wednesday. There will be an
offering taken at each service to
support the work of Women’s
Aid. All services are at 7.30pm
and refreshments are served
afterwards. Please come to
worship, be challenged and have
fellowship with the wider church.

Easter General Vestry 
Monday 20th April 

in the Parish Hall @ 8pm 
This is the AGM of the church, open
to all and your chance to come and
hear the annual report and, if you
are a registered Vestry person, to
vote for the composition of the
Select Vestry for the next year. The
Select Vestry meets once a month to
make decisions concerning the
Parish.  A BIG THANK YOU to 
Florence McElhinney and
Margaret Walbridge for serving
the church so faithfully as Church
Wardens and members of the Select
Vestry over so many years. Also
retiring this Easter are Anne
Cinnamon, Isobel McCollam and
look forward to a well earned rest. 

Upcoming events

LENT Services

S
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The World Day of Prayer (WDP) Annual Service in the Templepatrick area, this year will
be hosted by us, the Parish of Templepatrick and Donegore. Note that the "Women’s"
has been removed and thus makes it inclusive of everyone. (Women, Men and
Children). 
The theme for the Service is: ‘Rise! Take your Mat and Walk’ and has been prepared by
Christian Women of Zimbabwe. This is an international inter-church service, and in the
Templepatrick area, is held between seven participating churches in Templepatrick,
Parkgate and Kilbride. 
 
This years’ service will be held in the Parish Hall, and so share with all attending at a one
Centre Venue.  I would ask that you prayerfully consider joining us, and request you add
the following date into your diary or mobile phone.  Friday, 6thMarch at 8.00pm in the
Parish Hall, Templepatrick.  
 
An extract from the WDP Introduction to the Order of Service 2020 
 
 
 

 Friday 6 March 2020

WORLD
DAY OF
PRAYER

Each year the service is written by a different country.  This year it has been
prepared by the Christian Women of Zimbabwe who call us to ‘Rise! Take
your Mat and Walk’.  We are encouraged to reflect on the difficulties and
unrest that have plagued their country over many years.  They share the
challenges they have met and the hopes they have for the future and invite
us to support them as they continue their often-turbulent Journey towards
full reconciliation. As we hear their stories, the challenge for them and for
us is that we will constantly seek love, peace and reconciliation. We thank
the women of Zimbabwe for this service and pray that our response will be
positive, as we commit ourselves to positive prayerful action. 

Do come along and join us.  All are welcome.  Refreshments will be available following
the Service.
 
Ann Kerr
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St Patrick's 
CALENDAR
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St John's 
CALENDAR
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Upcoming Fundraisers

All

we
lco
me
!
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Christian Aid Week 2020 
from Sunday 10th May - Saturday 16th May

For  please speak to Karl Egli
For  please

speak to Leah Lynas 

Fo
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A big thank you to my fellow collectors for their help last year.   
We raised £1307. 75 which was a slight increase on the previous year, well done.

On Saturday 9th March 2019  Ann Kerr, Daphne Lucas and Heather Boyd
accompanied me to the Supporters Conference in St.Patrick’s Church,

Jordanstown.  We enjoyed a very informative meeting on the difficulties of
pregnant mothers in Sierra Leone. 

Thanks for your company ladies.
Many thanks again to all collectors for their continued support. New collectors are

always needed - it only requires a couple of hours of your time during this one
week each year. If you can help please speak to me or phone.

 
Leah Lynas

Tel.   94433363
 We made such a difference together last year. Will you stand with us again?

We fought poverty. £8m 
Together we raised this incredible amount to help poor communities.
We stood together. £57k 
This is how many of you gave your time to take part in Christian Aid Week.
We raised funds. 2266.
You requested this many packs to support your Big Brekkie fundraising.
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Ann Kerr

PAUSE FOR PRAYER

From the Registers ... Baptism and Funerals

Holy Baptism “He took them in his arms and blessed them” 
 

19 January 2020, Lily Grace Glass
 

 Christian Burial “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord” 
 

14 January 2020, Wendy Brolly
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My world was overwhelmed the very moment I saw you 
I gazed into your cradle and all I saw was blue

From satin hat and matinee-coat down to your booteed feet
No wonder my heart’s melting when yours  –  and my  –  eyes meet.

 
So here you are, my sweetheart, at just a few days old

Delightful all the way from tiny brows to tiny toes
The Lord who made this wondrous world, and made it north to south

Is still the same and mighty God who made your rosebud mouth! 
 

I ponder your perfection!  His creation!  Oh, His might!
While teardrops glisten when you hold my little finger tight

When I look toward the heavens and all the stars therein
Then I know the smile God gave you means, you’re twinkling back at Him. 

 
I stroke your head and treasure you, the one for whom we yearned

His gift, as you have been to us, could never have been earned
We’ll nurture you for God alone has put you where you are

Your lovely shape from head to foot was made within His power! 
 

Our baby boy!  We prayed so hard.  We saw His love and grace
He heard our prayer, He knew our hearts, and left you there in place
And when a few years pass, my sweet, do you know what I think?

I'll ask God for another gift, and her cradle may be...pink...

Jeanette's 

Y O U R  C R A D L E

A few years ago a young lady from Dunadry was appointed Poet in Residence at
Cambridge university which was a great honour.
However, in our parish we are blessed to have our very own Poet in Residence, 
she makes us glad, happy, sad, thoughtful and many other emotions. 
She has penned many and varied poems for the magazine. 
I just want to say "many thanks Jeanette for all your words of wisdom". 
Please keep writing.
 
Elizabeth 19
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Parish Finance Update

£
£ £

£
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SUN 1st 
LENTEN LUNCH – in the Parish Hall to
raise funds for the Bishop’s Appeal.
 
UNITE – Rural Deanery Contemporary
service – 7pm in the Parish Hall – guest
speaker Rev John McClure
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 4th 
Community Soup LUNCH 
Rural Deanery Lenten Service 
Alpha Course 

 
FRI 6th
World Day of Prayer 
Service in the Parish Hall 
 
MON 9th
SELECT VESTRY  
 
WED 11th
Rural Deanery Lenten Service   
Alpha Course  
 
TUE 17th St Patrick's Day
Holy Communion 10am
Ladies Fellowship Story Telling Evening
with Bill McCrum 
 
WED 18th
Community Soup LUNCH
Rural Deanery Lenten Service
Alpha Course
 
Mothering Sunday 22nd 
 
WED 25th 
Rural Deanery Lenten Service
Alpha Course

March
WED 1st  

Community Soup LUNCH 
Rural Deanery Lenten Service  

 
PALM SUNDAY 5th

Scouts 50th Anniversary Service
11.30am

 
Joint Templepatrick Churches

Evening Service 6.30pm 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 9th
Service of Holy Communion

7.30pm  
 

GOOD FRIDAY 10th
7.30pm Meditation  

 
EASTER SUNDAY 12th

 
WED 15th

Community Soup LUNCH
 

MON 20th
General Easter Vestry

 
WED 22nd 

Great Expectations Bible Discussion 
6 week Course Starts

 
SAT 25th 

10.30am - 12.30pm in the Parish
Hall

Ladies Fellowship Coffee Morning
 

WED 29th
Great Expectations Bible Discussion

Course 

AprilCALENDAR
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CALENDARMay June
SUN 3rd
UNITE – Rural Deanery Contemporary
service @7pm Venue TBD
 
WED 5th 
Great Expectations Bible Discussion
Course

 
MON 11th
SELECT VESTRY  
 
WED 13th
Great Expectations Bible Discussion
Course  
 
WED 20th
Great Expectations Bible Discussion
Course
 
THU 21st
TABLE QUIZ 7.30pm 
at the Baker Stadium
 
WED 27th
Great Expectations Bible Discussion
Course
 
 

SUN 7th
TRINITY SUNDAY

SUNDAY CLUB 
PRIZE GIVING

 
UNITE – Rural Deanery

Contemporary service @7pm
Venue TBD 

 
MON 8th

SELECT VESTRY  
 

SAT 20th
 HOG ROAST @ 5.30pm  

 
26th - 30th

SUMMER MADNESS 
YOUTH CAMP 
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Contacts

www.templepatrick.connor.anglican.org 27
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